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"BELATED HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY, BEETHOVEN!"
7:30 p.m.

ARTHUR D. MONTZKA YOUNG ARTISTS
CONCERTO COMPETITION
10:00 a.m.

kishorchestra.org  |  contact@kishorchestra.org  |  815-756-3728

HOLIDAY POPS 
“WINTER WONDERLAND”
7:00 p.m. 

HOLIDAY POPS  
“WINTER WONDERLAND”
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ARTHUR D. MONTZKA 
MEMORIAL CONCERT
7:30 p.m. 

SPRING POPS
7:30 p.m.

”HAPPY 45TH 
ANNIVERSARY, KSO!”
7:30 p.m. 
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SYCAMORE ANTIQUES
321 WEST STATE STREET

SYCAMORE, ILLINOIS
OFFERING ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES AND FINE ART

IN DOWNTOWN SYCAMORE, WEDNESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY
sycamoreantiques.com

Vanatta Piano Service 

Ronald Vanatta 

815-895-9891 

info@vanattapiano.com 

www.VanattaPiano.com 

Tuning, regulation, voicing, repair since 1984 

The Kishwaukee Symphony Orchestra 
Board of Directors extends appreciation 

for its use of meeting space at

WWW.WESTMINSTERDEKALB.ORG

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
WESTMINSTER
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NIU Intern 
Jacob Burg
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Deb Loitz 

Kirk Lundbeck 
Gretchen Moore 

Ken Olson 
Frank Bazeli, Director Emeritus 
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Masks required; smiles encouraged! 

Welcome Back! Whether you are joining us live in the Boutell Memorial Concert Hall, or 
are all comfy in your home watching our live stream, we welcome you and are excited 
that you joined us. The Kishwaukee Symphony Orchestra, like all performing arts 
organizations, experienced a difficult 2020, but WE ARE BACK and ready to perform! 
The KSO Board of Directors, staff, and musicians would like to extend a sincere thank-you 
for your continued support during our pandemic closing. We appreciate that you invited 
us into your home virtually when you tuned in to watch our KSO at Home presentations 
on YouTube last season. Our patrons, donors, and sponsors came back to us when we 
announced our 45th season. Unfortunately, the pandemic is forcing us to cancel our 
Halloween Concerts this year; we will also have to cancel our November concert for area 
students, yet we will find a way to reach out to them and bring our music to their schools.

We say heartfelt thanks to two longtime KSO musicians who retired from the orchestra 
this year. Pat Vary joined us in 1991 and played second violin. Marilyn Montzka has been a 
charter member of the orchestra since 1976 and played viola. Thank you, ladies, for your 
years of musical excellence.

Music Director Linc Smelser has put together a wonderful set of music to celebrate our 
45th season! Tonight we salute the 250th Birthday of Ludwig van Beethoven, a date that 
was actually in December of 2020, but it’s never too late to recognize his genius. Our 
Holiday Pops Concerts in December will feature the Celebration Chorale and a joyous 
festive array of holiday favorites.

Turn the calendar to 2022, and our Arthur D. Montzka Memorial Concert, February 19, 
2022, will feature the winner of the January 8, 2022, Young Artists Concerto Competition, 
as well as music of Dvořák and Shostakovich. In January, if you wish to come and listen 
to the soloists in the concerto competition, it is free and open to the public. As January 
approaches, check our website for date and details.

The Spring Pops Concert returns March 5, 2022, featuring our own Kirk Lundbeck as 
trombone soloist and a performance by the Northern Illinois University Steel Band. Don’t 
miss this one!

Finally, on May 7, 2022, we come to the close of our 45th season with guest artist 
Genevieve Smelser as violin soloist and the DeKalb Festival Chorus and choruses from 
NIU joining us to present Carmina Burana by Carl Orff.

It is so much better to perform with a live audience present, so we welcome you again 
and thank you for your continued support. I hope to see you at all our concerts.

On behalf of the KSO Board of Directors, 
 
 

Ann Tucker, President
Kishwaukee Symphony Orchestra

A MESSAGE FROM  

The President
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BELATED HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BEETHOVEN!

This concert is supported in part by the Kishwaukee Symphony Associates. 

Northern Illinois University 
Music Building

SATURDAY

OCT. 9, 2021 7:30 PM

Egmont Overture, Op. 84	 Ludwig van Beethoven
			 

Piano Concerto No. 4 in G Major, Op. 58	 Ludwig van Beethoven	
		        
	 I.   Allegro moderato
	 II.  Andante con moto
	 III. Rondo: Vivace

Anthony Padilla, Piano

INTERMISSION

Symphony No. 40 in G Minor, K. 550	 Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

	 I.   Molto allegro
	 II.  Andante
	 III. Menuetto: Allegretto
	 IV. Allegro assai

LINC SMELSER, MUSIC DIRECTOR

We are thrilled to have you join us as we return to the stage for live performances! 
Your health and safety are our top priorities, so all attendees must follow the mask 
requirements of Northern Illinois University. Masks must be worn properly, over the 
nose and mouth, by all persons for the duration of their time in the Music Building. 

For more information about the university’s health protocols and guidelines regarding 
the COVID-19 pandemic, see www.niu.edu/protecting-the-pack/index.shtml.
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by Geoffrey Decker

“Egmont” Overture, Op. 84, by 
Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827)  

Ludwig van Beethoven was not in the 
best of health or moods when he first 
met the great German playwright, 
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe in Teplitz 
(now Teplice in the Czech Republic) 
in July 1812. Recently rejected by the 
woman with whom he thought he 
would join in marriage, his “Immortal 
Beloved,” Beethoven traveled to the 
spa town to take the waters. He and 
Goethe walked together almost every 
day while there and got to know 
one another. After returning home, 
Beethoven, the revolutionary free 
thinker, remarked to his publisher that 
Goethe spent too much time delighting 
in courtly lip service. Goethe remarked 
to his wife that Beethoven had an 
“absolutely uncontrolled personality.”  
So, the two great contemporaries 
never really got on afterwards.

It is probably a good thing that 
they had not met before Beethoven 
composed his incidental music for 
Goethe’s 1787 play, Egmont. Upon 
the premiere of the incidental music 
alongside the play in Vienna on June 
15, 1810, Goethe declared Beethoven 
had expressed his intentions “with 
remarkable genius.” He might have 
tempered his enthusiasm after their 
time together in Teplitz, though. 

Composed between October 1809 and 
June 1810, the incidental music consists 
of the overture we play tonight, four 
entractes, two songs sung by the lead 
actress, a melodrama, and two more 
orchestral pieces, the latter of which 
is a Siegessymphonie, or Victory 
Symphony. Certainly, the most familiar 

of all the music is the oft-performed 
overture. Representing one of the last 
works of Beethoven’s middle period 
of his musical output, it is a powerful 
summarization of what is to follow in 
the play. In short, it represents man’s 
heroism and victory over tyranny. 

Piano Concerto No. 4 in G 
Major, Op. 58, by Ludwig van 
Beethoven (1770-1827)

Ludwig van Beethoven’s Piano 
Concerto No. 4 in G major, Op. 58, 
was composed during 1805-06 and 
dedicated to his great friend and 
benefactor, Rudolph, Archduke of 
Austria and Prince Royal of Hungary 
and Bohemia. The work premiered first 
in March 1807 in a private performance 
alongside the composer’s Coriolan 
Overture, Op. 62, and Symphony No. 4 
in B-flat major, Op. 60, at the home of 
Prince Franz Joseph von Lobkowitz.

The public premiere of the Fourth 
Piano Concerto, with Beethoven as 
soloist, came more than a year later, 
on December 22, 1808, at Vienna’s 
Theater an der Wien in what can 
only be described as a marathon 
concert. It included his Choral Fantasy 
in C minor, Op. 80, for Piano, Vocal 
Soloists, Chorus and Orchestra and 
his Symphonies No. 5 in C minor, Op. 
67, and No. 6 in F major, Op. 68!

A review of the work published shortly 
thereafter praised the concerto as 
“the most admirable, singular, artistic 
and complex Beethoven concerto 
ever.” This high praise says a lot about 
how the concerto was received and 
perceived, especially when we consider 
that Beethoven’s first three piano 
concertos and his Violin Concerto 

  
PROGRAM NOTES
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in D major, Op. 61, came before.

The most noticeable difference in 
Beethoven’s Fourth Piano Concerto 
compared to those composed 
previously – including the piano 
concertos of Joseph Haydn and 
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart – is its 
highly unusual beginning with the solo 
piano entering without an orchestral 
introduction. Sadly, and despite the 
high praise, the work was neglected 
until 1836 when Felix Mendelssohn 
brought it back into the repertoire.

Scored for a single flute, two oboes, 
two clarinets, two bassoons, two 
horns, two trumpets, timpani, and 
strings, Beethoven’s Fourth Piano 
Concerto is in three movements: 
Allegro molto (very fast), Andante 
con moto (slowly, but with motion) 
and Rondo: Vivace (lively rondo).

Symphony No. 40 in G minor, 
K. 550, by Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart (1756-1791)		

Strangely, out of the more than 50 
symphonies he composed, Wolfgang 
Amadeus Mozart only set two of 
them in a minor key, Nos. 25 and 40, 
and both in G minor! Was there a 
significance to G minor? Is the fact 
that all but two are in a major key 
due to Mozart’s being of a generally 
positive demeanor? Who knows? What 
we do know is that he composed his 
final three symphonies, Nos. 39 in 
E-flat major, K. 543, 40 in G minor, K. 
550, and 41 (“Jupiter”) in C major, K. 
551, in the unbelievably short period 
of just six and a half weeks between 
June 26 and August 10, 1788!

Many early historians believed – or, at 
the very least, put forth the belief – 
that Mozart never intended the works 
for performance during his lifetime 

but rather meant them for posterity. 
A letter recently discovered suggests 
that the 40th was performed at the 
home of Baron Gottfried van Swieten, 
one of Mozart’s patrons. Sadly, it is also 
documented in the same letter that 
Mozart had to excuse himself due to the 
butchering the musicians were giving 
his work. Further evidence indicates 
that there were other performances 
of the last three symphonies given 
during Mozart’s final three years.

Performed during his lifetime or not, 
Mozart’s last three symphonies are 
among the most monumental and 
beloved works of the more than 
600 he composed in his short life of 
just less than 36 years. Somewhat 
surprisingly, he composed them during 
a time of reduced income and extreme 
hardship. Patronage had decreased 
during the Austro-Turkish War and, to 
reduce his family’s expenses, Mozart 
moved it from the center of Vienna 
to the suburb of Alsergrund. He also 
sought to boost his income with 
sojourns to Dresden, Leipzig, Frankfurt, 
and Berlin; and it was perhaps for 
these planned concerts that he 
rapidly produced the symphonies. 
  
Mozart’s 40th Symphony exists in 
two versions, another fact pointing 
to the work’s having been performed 
during the composer’s lifetime. The 
second version of the 40th Symphony 
is scored for a single flute, two oboes, 
two clarinets, two bassoons, two 
horns, and strings and it is this version 
that the Kishwaukee Symphony 
Orchestra performs this evening. The 
work is in four movements: Molto 
allegro (very fast), Andante (slow), 
Menuetto: Allegretto (a little fast) 
with Trio, and a Finale: Allegro assai 
(another way of indicating very fast). 

© 2021 Geoffrey D. Decker
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MARILYN MONTZKA 
Viola

As a founding member of the Kishwaukee Symphony Orchestra, Marilyn  Montzka 
remembers rehearsals in church basements with 7-9 musicians. Occasional 
concerts attracted an audience of perhaps several dozen people. Marilyn enjoyed 
playing in the full symphony orchestra for many years, giving many concerts to 
large audiences.

Marilyn graduated from Oberlin Conservatory of Music as a piano performance 
major and spent a year studying at the Mozarteum in Salzburg, Austria. Music 
travels have also taken her to Hawaii and Japan. She has taught at workshops in 
several states and has accompanied students in recital. Activities closer to home 
have included Sycamore Music Boosters, Sycamore Arts Council, Stage Coach 
Players, Children’s Community Theater and Federated Church, where she sings in 
the Chancel Choir and directs the Handbell Choir.

In recent years, Marilyn has enjoyed teaching Suzuki piano lessons, rehearsals, 
concerts and recitals, and exercising at the YMCA. She enjoys following the 
variety of accomplishments of her children and grandchildren, especially 
attending their music performances. 

Three generations 

shared the stage when 

mother, daughter and 

granddaughter played 

together in the KSO. 

Pictured here are Ann 

Montzka Smelser, Marilyn 

Montzka, and Genevieve 

Smelser in 2018.



8 9   

PATRICIA VARY 
Violin

Patricia (Pat) Vary has played with the Kishwaukee Symphony Orchestra since 
1991. She started playing the violin in the 4th grade and took lessons from 
Professor Harold King at Southwest Missouri State University for 8 years. She 
studied under Sam Terranova, concertmaster of the Shreveport, Louisiana, Civic 
Symphony as a high school senior and played in the symphony. While in graduate 
school in Madison, Wisconsin, she studied with Marie Endress at the American 
Conservatory. She was a member of the Texas Christian University Symphony 
during college and the Stanford Chamber Orchestra while in graduate school 
there. She also plays a mean harmonica and occasionally her bugle.

Pat’s non-music education was in the sciences. She has a B.S. in Medical 
Technology and an M.S. in Science/Medical Microbiology, both from Texas 
Christian University, an M.S. in Biochemistry from the University of Wisconsin, 
and a Ph.D. in Microbial Genetics from Stanford University. She was on the faculty 
of the Department of Biological Sciences at Northern Illinois University for 28 
years (and department chair for four of those years). She achieved the title of 
Distinguished Research Professor, holds two patents, has published over 100 
papers and abstracts, and had a licensing agreement with a major pharmaceutical 
company. Pat recently retired.

Pat’s favorite activities are gardening, bicycling, travel, reading, and movies. She 
is now delighting in five grandchildren. She is involved in the community and 
served on the DeKalb County Board for 10 years. She loves music and sings in 
the Bread & Roses women’s chorus. She was also a director of a children’s choir 
at her church for several years. Her favorite composers are Haydn, Prokofiev, and 
Debussy for the variety and richness of their music.

One of her special memories of the KSO is the blackout at the first concert after 
conductor Art Montzka’s death, in which the orchestra managed to finish the 
piece without being able to see the music. All she could think of was that this was 
Art’s sense of humor shining through to all of us. She is thankful for the support 
of the Kishwaukee Symphony Associates (KSA), the orchestra patrons, the KSO 
Board, and the players for making it possible to continue to play and interact with 
many young students. She is grateful for the musicianship of Music Director Linc 
Smelser in guiding the KSO toward both individual and collective improvement 
and enjoyment of wonderful music.
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ANTHONY PADILLA 
Piano

ANTHONY PADILLA is a professor of piano, chamber music, and collaborative 
piano at the Lawrence University Conservatory of Music in Appleton, Wisconsin. 
An American pianist of Filipino-Chinese ancestry, Padilla receives public and 
critical acclaim for performances of “enormous freshness, vitality, and poetry” 
(Chicago Tribune). Since his debut with the Seattle Symphony in 1983, he has 
become a popular guest artist throughout North America, Europe, and Asia. 
Highlights include solo and collaborative appearances at the Ravinia, Chautauqua, 
Schleswig-Holstein, Cascade, Saarburg, Vianden, Bay View, and San Luis Obispo 
Festivals. After his New York debut recital, the New York Concert Review called 
him “a strong-willed, steel-fingered tornado: he plays the piano with absolute 
authority and gives new meaning to the idea of ‘interpretation’ to the extent that 
the U.S. Patent Office might well grant him a number. Nobody could copy him.”

A protégé of the legendary pianist Jorge Bolet at the Curtis Institute of Music, 
he completed his undergraduate studies with Donald Walker at Northern Illinois 
University, and his graduate studies at the Eastman School of Music, where he 
studied with Nelita True and served as teaching assistant to Jeffrey Kahane 
and Natalya Antonova. Awarded the prestigious Beethoven Fellowship by 
the American Pianists Association and top prize at the Concert Artists Guild 
International Competition, he is also a laureate of the Naumburg, Bachauer, 
Kapell, and Cleveland International Piano Competitions. He is a founding member 
of the Arcos Piano Trio, which was awarded an Artistic Excellence grant from the 
National Endowment for the Arts to commission and record chamber works by 
Latin American composers.

A nationally certified member of the Music Teachers National Association, he is 
a popular adjudicator and presenter, and his students regularly earn top prizes 
at state, national and international competitions. His lectures on the Element 
of Humor in Classical Music have stirred much interest at the MTNA National 
Conference as well as at state and regional conferences. A champion of diverse 
and under-represented composers, his recordings include the premiere of 
Coleridge-Taylor Perkinson’s Second Sonata for Piano, and chamber works by 
American women and Latin American composers with the Arcos Trio. His popular 
seminars have included surveys of The Great Pianists, The Piano Trio, Musical 
Humor, Piano Transcriptions, Piano Teaching in the 21st Century, and the Piano 
Works of Chopin, Robert Schumann, and Franz Liszt. His recording of piano 
transcriptions for extended range keyboard will be released soon.
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Support the Kishwaukee Symphony Orchestra  

BY SHOPPING ON AMAZON!  
1. Start shopping at smile.amazon.com 

2. Select KSO as your charitable organization of choice 
 

3. Amazon will donate 0.5% of your purchase  
to the KSO with no extra cost to you!

“We are glad we chose
Northern Rehab for physical therapy! 

The physical therapists worked 
one-on-one with us and 

we are able to perform again!”

northernrehabpt.com
815-756-8524

~ Ann and Linc Smelser

DeKalb 
  Genoa ~ Rochelle

NOW see a Physical Therapist
without a prescription!

You don’t need to 
live with pain. 

Choose Northern Rehab
today, and stop letting 
pain control your life.
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316 Wheeler Road • Sugar Grove, IL 60554 • e-mail: info@austinsviolinshop.com

630.466.7562  •  www.austinsviolinshop.com

Fine Instruments For Purchase
Complete Restorations & Appraisals
By Experienced Luthiers
Superior Quality Rentals
Private Lessons
Music And Accessories
Courier Service

VIOLINS, VIOLAS, CELLOS 
AND BASSES
MADE, REPAIRED AND SOLD

SHOP OURONLINE STORE!

hbtbank.com
888-897-2276

Keeping Community
in Banking

The Kishwaukee Symphony Orchestra 
Board of Directors extends appreciation 

for its graphic design services to

MORNINGSTARMEDIAGROUP.COM
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ABOUT THE KISHWAUKEE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

  
CONCERT HALL INFORMATION

The Kishwaukee Symphony Orchestra (KSO) is a non-profit orchestra for the community 
which provides an opportunity for area musicians to utilize their talents in an orchestral 
setting. The Kishwaukee Symphony Orchestra consists of community professionals, 
students, and dedicated amateur musicians. The orchestra started informally in 1976 and 
began giving concerts in the fall of 1977. It now rehearses once a week and programs at 
least five public concerts per year. The KSO provides a family listening experience of interest 
and excellence. 

Its programs are enhanced by including guest conductors and soloists who have national 
reputations. A board of directors, composed of citizens from the community, the music 
director, the general manager, and other appointed officials, establishes the orchestra’s 
plans and policies. 

The Kishwaukee Symphony Orchestra is a longtime member of the Illinois Council of 
Orchestras (ICO). The Illinois Council of Orchestras has bestowed the following upon 
the KSO: 2019 Board President of the Year — Ann Tucker; 2013 Honorable Mention as 
designation of a person who has made outstanding contributions to an orchestra within 
Illinois — KSO General Manager Amanda Nelson (sole recipient); 2012 Orchestra Guild of the 
Year — Kishwaukee Symphony Associates; 2009 Conductor of the Year (Small Orchestra) — 
KSO Music Director Linc Smelser; and 2009 Community Orchestra of the Year.

GUEST CONSIDERATIONS:

• According to the health protocols of 
Northern Illinois University, masks must be 
worn properly, over the nose and mouth, by 
all persons for the duration of their time in 
the Music Building.

• Please remain quiet during 
the performance.

• Please silence all electronic devices and 
double check that the sound on phones, 
watches, and other personal devices is 
switched off before the performance 
begins.

• Please don’t use any device with a 
glowing screen at any time during a 
performance. It is always more disruptive 
and distracting than you think it is.

• Photography and audio or video 
recording of any kind are prohibited during 
the performance unless special permission 
has been given in advance.

• Concerts begin promptly at the scheduled 
time. In consideration of the performers 
and patrons, please allow adequate time for 

seating. We recommend that you arrive and 
be seated at least fifteen minutes prior to 
the beginning of the concert. Latecomers 
will be seated at the end of the piece when 
applause occurs.

• Applause generally occurs after an entire 
piece has been performed, rather than after 
each movement. The number of movements 
and order of progression of each piece are 
listed on the program page.

• If you must leave the auditorium during 
the performance, please do so quietly. You 
can be seated again at the end of the piece 
when applause occurs.

• Food, candy, and beverages are 
prohibited inside the auditorium.

• Smoking is prohibited on the campus of 
Northern Illinois University.

GROUP RATES:  
Discounted group rates are available for 
individual concert tickets. Get together with 
a group of co-workers, friends, business 
associates, classmates, or family for a 
wonderful symphony experience!

Musicians interested in playing in the orchestra may contact
Lynn Hansen, Personnel Manager, by phone at 815-761-0687  

or e-mail ksopersonnel@gmail.com
 

www. k i s h o rc h e st ra .o rg
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BUDGET & OPERATIONS

If you read the news and follow the arts, you’ve likely spent more time in recent 
years, especially during the last year and a half, learning about the (sometimes 
gruesome) details of non-profit finances. The KSO, unlike other organizations of 
its type, has been fortunate to weather the storm the pandemic has brought. To 
help our donors, patrons, and other friends better understand the KSO and how 
we operate, below are the answers to some common questions. 
 
WHAT IS YOUR ANNUAL BUDGET?
During our 2021-2022 season, we are presenting six concerts on a budget of 
about $80,000. 

WHAT PERCENTAGE OF YOUR BUDGET COMES FROM TICKET SALES?
Ticket revenue covers about 22% of our budget. 

HOW DO YOU REACH THE REST OF YOUR BUDGET?
We raise around 34% in foundation and corporate grants; and 4% in fees. Over 
40% of our budget comes from donations from our audience members. In the 
current environment of budgetary constraints for state, local, and business 
organizations, institutional support has decreased and is likely to decrease even 
more in the future. 

WHY DON’T YOU RAISE TICKET PRICES MORE OFTEN?
Prior to 2017 we had not raised ticket prices for many years. With the addition 
of our second Winter Wonderland Concert and our Spring Pops Concert we 
thought it was time to bump up the ticket price a few dollars, but we do not plan 
on changing prices for a while. We want to make our concerts as accessible as 
possible to everyone in the community. 

HOW CAN YOU MAKE UP FOR THE LOSS OF INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT?
It sure isn’t easy! We continue to count on (and be very thankful for) the support 
of audience members who provide us with tax-deductible support. Many patrons 
have thoughtfully increased their donations in recent years, have contributed 
to our Endowment Fund, or have helped us to identify possible new sources of 
support (such as matching grants or corporate foundations). 

ARE THERE OPPORTUNITIES FOR LARGER SUPPORT?
You bet! A grant or gift of $10,000 will sponsor an individual concert. We will be 
happy to provide tickets for client/customer use and to work with you on other 
ways to help promote and recognize your business. You may sponsor a chair for 
one of our principal musicians for $1,200 or provide a scholarship for one of our 
NIU paid students. 

WITH WHOM DO I SPEAK FOR MORE INFORMATION?
Please contact Kelsey Chelberg, KSO General Manager, or Ann Tucker, our KSO 
Board President, at 815-756-3728. 
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LINC SMELSER

Music Director

26

ARTHUR D. MONTZKA  
Conductor 1980 - 2002

LINC SMELSER
Conductor 2003 - present

If you have been inspired by the music of the KSO you may wish to consider making a 
charitable donation or bequest to the Kishwaukee Symphony Orchestra. Do you have an 
estate plan? Is the KSO part of it? Planned giving at the KSO is a meaningful way to ensure 
first-class concerts for years to come. You may make a one-time gift or donate to the KSO’s 
long-range future through our Endowment Fund.

If you would like further information on planned giving, please contact Executive Director 
Dan Templin of the DeKalb County Community Foundation, 475 DeKalb Ave., Sycamore, IL 60178, 
815-748-5383.

HELP US KEEP THE

ENSURING OUR FUTURE

A native of Arizona, Linc Smelser received his bachelor’s degree in Cello 
Performance from the University of Arizona where he studied with Dr. Gordon 
Epperson, and he received his Master of Music degree and Performer’s Certificate in 
Cello Performance and Pedagogy at Northern Illinois University having studied with 
renowned cellist and pedagogue Raya Garbousova. Advanced study included work 
with cellists Marc Johnson, Ron Leonard, Gabor and Peter Rejto, Heinrich Schiff, the 
Vermeer Quartet, and pianists Richard Faith and Jerome Lowenthal. 
 
In 2003, Mr. Smelser was appointed conductor/music director of the Kishwaukee 
Symphony Orchestra (KSO) in DeKalb, IL. In 2009 he was named Conductor of 
the Year (Small Orchestra) by the Illinois Arts Council. He has been conductor/
music director of the Rockford Symphony Youth Orchestra (RSYO) since 2014, and 
under his direction the RSYO was named 2018 Youth Orchestra of the Year by the 
Illinois Arts Council. He has guest-conducted the Rockford Symphony Orchestra, 
the Northern Illinois University Philharmonic, the Harper Symphony Orchestra, the 
Fox Valley Orchestra (Aurora) and the Skokie Valley Community Orchestra. He is 
also conductor of the NIU Sinfonia and Symphonette, two youth symphonies that 
attract students from the Northern Illinois area. 

Mr. Smelser has appeared as a soloist with Camerata Chicago, the Kishwaukee 
Symphony Orchestra, the Illinois Valley Symphony Orchestra, and the Rockford 
Symphony Orchestra, and has twice appeared in recital on the Dame Myra Hess 
Memorial Concerts Series in Chicago, which is broadcast live on over 44 stations 
across the United States. He has won several awards including first prize of the 
National Society of Arts and Letters Chapter Competition, top prize of the National 
Federation of Music Clubs Regional Competition, and first prize of the International 
Lili Boulanger Memorial Fund Competition. 

Mr. Smelser has been a member of the Grant Park Symphony Orchestra cello 
section since 1992 and has been an active substitute with the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra since 1997. He was also principal cellist of Camerata Chicago, a chamber 
orchestra based in Chicago, from 2004-2016. He continues to perform in The Three 
Celli, a chamber ensemble with Stephen Balderston and Brant Taylor, throughout 
the Northern Illinois Area. 

Mr. Smelser has most recently been appointed a faculty member of the Music 
Institute of Chicago in Winnetka. He is also a faculty member in the Northern 
Illinois University (NIU) School of Music and has been teaching private cello lessons 
through the NIU Community School of the Arts since 1988. He served as guest 
lecturer of cello at the Wheaton College Conservatory of Music from 2006 to 
2016. He is also on the faculty of the Chicago Suzuki Institute and the American 
Suzuki Institute in Stevens Point, Wisconsin; and he is pianist/accompanist for the 
Northern Illinois University Suzuki program.
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ENSURING OUR FUTURE

26

ARTHUR D. MONTZKA  
Conductor 1980 - 2002

LINC SMELSER
Conductor 2003 - present

If you have been inspired by the music of the KSO you may wish to consider making a 
charitable donation or bequest to the Kishwaukee Symphony Orchestra. Do you have an 
estate plan? Is the KSO part of it? Planned giving at the KSO is a meaningful way to ensure 
first-class concerts for years to come. You may make a one-time gift or donate to the KSO’s 
long-range future through our Endowment Fund.

If you would like further information on planned giving, please contact Executive Director 
Dan Templin of the DeKalb County Community Foundation, 475 DeKalb Ave., Sycamore, IL 60178, 
815-748-5383.

HELP US KEEP THE

ENSURING OUR FUTURE
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DONATION FORM
     
Please accept my tax-deductible contribution in the following donation category:

 
General Operating Fund    $______________________

 
Endowment Fund     $______________________

 
NIU Scholarship Fund ($500 minimum)    $______________________

 
Named Chair ($1,200.00)                      $______________________

       
  
          Music Education Outreach Fund   $______________________

 
Name:  _____________________________________________________________________________

Your name as you wish it to appear in the concert program and on     the orchestra's website.
 Check this box if you do not want your name to appear in the program and on  the website.

 
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________

City: ________________________________________State: _____________ZIP: __________________

Phone: ___________________ E-mail: ____________________________________________________

                                                         Total Amount of Contribution: $_________________________ 
 
 CHECK ENCLOSED - PAYABLE TO: Kishwaukee Symphony Orchestra 
 (Your cancelled check is your receipt)

              

Card Number:________________________________________________________________________      
 
Expiration date:_____________   CVN Code:_____________

  SIGNATURE: ________________________________________________________________________    
(I authorize the total amount above.)

Optional: This contribution is made:     in honor of             in memory of

NAME: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Please fill out this form and mail it to:

Kishwaukee Symphony Orchestra 
P.O. Box 310 

DeKalb, IL 60115

Financial supporters of the orchestra will be listed in the concert programs and on the orchestra’s 
website, using the donor’s name as printed above, unless it is requested that the contribution be 

anonymous. If there is an error in the listing, or for questions about donations, please contact Kelsey
Chelberg, the KSO General Manager, at 815-756-3728 or e-mail her at: contact@kishorchestra.org.

Thank You for Supporting Your Community Orchestra!

High School Senior Musician Scholarship Fund                     $______________________
      

  

Please charge my Visa or Mastercard
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LINC SMELSER, MUSIC DIRECTOR

KISHWAUKEE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

FIRST VIOLIN
Ann Montzka Smelser,   	
  Concertmaster 

Becky Cormier
Daniela Escobar 
Reilly Farrell

Courtney Hanna-   
   McNamara
Ashwin Moses 
Stephanie Kim

SECOND VIOLIN
Ranan Antonini,  
  Principal

Sophia Durbin 
James Fitzpatrick
Emma Fredericks 

Jon Meagher
Chong Zheng

VIOLA
Lynn Slater,  
  Principal 

Emily Bychowski
Annarose Keilty 
Amanda Perez 

Hannah Thill
James D. Tucker

FLUTE
Lynn Vogl Lynn Hansen

BASS
Jonathan Cooper,  
  Principal

Chris English 
Walter Koch

Anna Von Ohlen

CELLO
Thomas Cappaert,   	
  Principal

Avery Kerley
Janice Knudsen
Ray Krug

Ariel Su
Alister Tencate
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OBOE
Dave Lehman David Coons

BASSOON
Martha Robinson Jason Hanna

HORN
Mark Robinson Kate Swope 

Geoffrey Decker
Sarah Cooper

TYMPANI
Joe Pasteris

TRUMPET
Kevin Davis Christine Monteiro

CLARINET
Larry Krey Ken Goodman

 



20

KISHWAUKEE SYMPHONY ASSOCIATES MEMBERS

Elizabeth Bass

Frank & Marilyn Bazeli

Donna Benson

Laura Frankiewicz &  
  Lucio Bortolin

Joanne & Dan Dillman

Judge and Mrs. John W.   
  Countryman

Bill & Jennie Cummings

Joanne & Dan Dillman

Wayne & Sharon Fesler

Norm & Marion Gilbert

Barbara Hulseberg

Teresa Iversen

Jerry & Annette Johns

Steven Johnson

Toni Krull

Jim & Kathy Lockard

Marilyn Montzka 
  Lifetime Honorary Member

Gretchen Moore

Barbara S. North

Joe & Margaret Pasteris

Jim & Sandy Quiram

Carol E. Rolf

Richard Ryan

DiAnne E. Schmitt

Karen & David Sinason

Linc & Ann Smelser 
  Lifetime Honorary Members

Jerry & Ging Smith

Sally Stevens

James & Ann Tucker

Dr. Patricia S. Vary

Carol & Jerrold Zar   

ABOUT THE KISHWAUKEE SYMPHONY ASSOCIATES

The Kishwaukee Symphony Associates (KSA), founded in 1983, is a volunteer 
service organization which established the KSO Endowment Fund in 2001 
through the DeKalb County Community Foundation, supports it and the 
orchestra’s operating expenses, and strives to increase community awareness and 
concert attendance. In 2019, the KSA enhanced its mission by establishing the 
KSO Music Education Outreach Fund.  

The KSA was named 2012 Orchestra Guild of the Year by the Illinois Council of 
Orchestras. 
 
Membership is open to all interested persons. Fees are $30.00 for an individual 
and $35.00 for a family. Membership includes your name(s) listed in the concert 
programs, an invitation to attend the Arthur D. Montzka (ADM) Young Artists 
Concerto Competition, and the KSA Winter Newsletter. Proceeds from the annual 
membership drive augment the KSA’s mission.

For additional information, please see www.kishorchestra.org under SYMPHONY 
ASSOCIATES, or contact Gretchen Moore, KSA President, at 815-758-6397 or at 
gmoore@niu.edu.

Gretchen Moore,  
Chair
Marilyn Bazeli,  
Secretary

Toni Krull,  
Treasurer
Annette Johns

Barbara S. North 
Carol Zar

KSA PLANNING COMMITTEE
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This concert is in memory of 

Charles R. Moore

Would you like to receive more information on  
upcoming performances and events of the KSO?

DO WE HAVE YOUR CONTACT INFO?   Please cut and mail to be added to our contact list:

Name: _______________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________

City/State/ZIP: ________________________________________________

E-mail:  ______________________________________________________

MAIL TO:  
Kishwaukee Symphony Orchestra

P.O. Box 310, DeKalb, IL 60115

PHONE: 815.756.3728

E-MAIL: contact@kishorchestra.org
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GENERAL OPERATING FUND

Thank you to the following individuals and businesses for their generous 
contributions to the KSO. These lists include gifts received during the  

2021-2022 season. 

Andant no $250 - $499

Anonymous
DeKalb Community 
  Gardens
Robb & Tamara Farrell

Charles & Gretchen   
  Moore
Lou Jean Moyer
Northern Rehab 
  Physical Therapy

Blair & Tierney Scheller
Alwyn Settles
Sycamore Antiques
Jerry & Linda Wahlstrom

Andante $100 - $249

Jill Buhagiar
Patricia M. Busse
The Bychowski Family
Dorothy Coleman 
Mike & Sally DeFauw
Janice Docherty
Norman & Marion Gilbert
Jason Hanna & Courtney 
  Hanna-McNamara
Heartland Bank & Trust 
William C. Johnson
Stephen Kalber

M. Joanne Kantner
Steve & Jan Kuhn
Beverly Lane
Peter & Pat Lawes
Kathy Lockard 
Ron & Kathy Modell 
Dennis & Marlene Murphy
Phyl Naffziger
Janice M. Owens
Jeff & Barb Parness
Perry & Valerie Reh
Lynne Roberts

Ursula Sarver 
Lois & Bob Self
Ivan & Judith Shils
Lynn & Dave Slater
Michael & Cheri Stack
Mary Lu & Jeff Strack
Erin Templin
Sharon Tourville
Tower Commercial 
  Construction
Vanatta Piano Service
Jerrold & Carol Zar

SUPPORT THE KISHWAUKEE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
There are many ways to support the Kishwaukee Symphony 

Orchestra! To find out more information, make a donation, or 
volunteer, please contact the KSO at: 

Phone: 815-756-3728 | E-mail: contact@kishorchestra.org 
Website: www.kishorchestra.org

John & Nancy Castle
Judge & Mrs. John W.  
  Countryman
 

Kishwaukee Symphony  
  Associates
Maria Krull
Linda & Brad Pietens

Sally Stevens
Marilyn Moore Swanson
George & Ginny Ziders

Allegretto $500 - $999
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NAMED CHAIRS $1,200+

Dave & Karen Sinason Jerrold & Carol Zar

MUSIC EDUCATION OUTREACH FUND

Frank & Marilyn Bazeli 
Patricia A. Conway 

Judge & Mrs. John W. 
  Countryman 
Jerry & Annette Johns

Gretchen Moore
Marilyn Moore Swanson
Jerrold & Carol Zar

ENDOWMENT FUND

Pat & Steve Faivre
Reilly Farrell
Beverly Lane
Kathy Lockard 

Nancy & Ron Proesel
Donna Gable & Ken Rodd
Linc & Ann Smelser
Norman & Carolyn Stahl

William C. Tucker
Jerrold & Carol Zar
M. Nadine Zimmerman

NIU SCHOLARSHIP FUND $500+

Jerrold & Carol Zar

Vivace $2,500 - $4,999

Annette & Jerry Johns 

HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR MUSICIAN 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Jerrold & Carol Zar

Frank & Marilyn Bazeli
James & Ann Tucker

James W. Tucker
Dave & Karen Sinason

Allegro $1,000 - $2,499
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CLASSICAL MUSIC 24 HOURS A DAY, SEVEN DAYS A WEEK
wniu.org |     classicalwniu |      @ClassicalWNIU  

October 25, 2021
Belated Happy Birthday, Beethoven!

December 20, 2021
Holiday Pops: Winter Wonderland

March 7, 2022
Arthur D. Montzka Memorial Concert

April 4, 2022
Spring Pops Concert

May 23, 2022
Happy 45th Anniversary, KSO

Listen to Classical WNIU on select Mondays at 7 p.m. 
to hear broadcasts of the

Kishwaukee Symphony Orchestra 
accompanied by commentary from 

Music Director Linc Smelser. 

PRESENTS



NIU SCHOOL OF MUSIC
Personalized Music Instruction.

University Experience.

Meet faculty, join a rehearsal 
and more with a visit!

go.niu.edu/music
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